Material and methods
with phosphate buffer containing 0.3 M NaCl, resuspended in PBS at 4 x 10 6 cells/mL, and incubated in the presence of 10 ng/mL of biotinylated FGF-2 (ACRO Biosystems) for 45 min on ice. Phycoerythrin-labelled streptavidin (streptavidin-PE) (Sigma) was then added (1/500) for a 30-min incubation on ice. After wash with PBS, cell staining was analysed by flow cytofluorimetry. To evaluate the participation of surface GAGs in the binding of FGF-2, macrophages were pre-treated for 2 h at 37°C with either a mix of heparinases I, II, III (0.5 mU of each/mL) or chondroitinase ABC (0.3 U/mL). Data were monitored on a flow cytofluorimeter (FACSCalibur, BD Biosciences) and analysed with CellQuest software.
Cell Proliferation Assay (supplementary information)
The ability of macrophages to modulate the proliferation of MDA-MB-231 cells was measured by CFSE or MTS/PMS assays, according to the instructions of the manufacturers.
CFSE-labelling of MDA-MB-231 cells was performed by using the CellTrace CFSE Proliferation kit (Life technologies). CFSE is a fluorescent dye originally used to monitor lymphocyte proliferation, due to the progressive halving of CFSE fluorescence within cells following each division. Since this initial description, the use of CFSE has extended beyond the immune system and detailed protocols are now available to label other cell types with a high degree of reliability and precision. As CFSE, which is non-fluorescent, enters the cells, 
